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For many centuries, the study of statistics was primarily about census and demography.  
When the concept of random sampling was introduced in the mid-1890s, there was 
confusion and doubt about how a small fraction could properly infer about an entire 
population and how the field of statistics could survive such a radical challenge. Today 
we continue the debate of what statistics is and where it is headed because many new 
challenges have surfaced to seemingly threaten the profession again.  Have "integrated 
data" and "synthetic data" arrived to become part of future study of statistics?  Is a 95% 
incomplete census better or worse than a 5% random sample?  These are questions posed 
to the audience. 
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