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A brief account will be given of Cochran’s origins in the west of Scotland and his education at 
the Universities of Glasgow and Cambridge. The rest of the talk will describe a sample of his 
contributions to the design of experiments, inspired mainly by his time at Rothamsted 
experimental Station, under the influence of Fisher and Yates. The work is characterised by 
careful and inventive methodological ideas and very clear awareness of the practical issues 
involved in agricultural experiments. 
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